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SPECIFICATION 

PRINT DATA MANAGEMENT APPARATUS, STORAGE MEDIUM HAVING STORED THEREIN PRINT 

DATA MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, 
STORAGE MEDIUM HAVING STORED THEREIN USAGE CERTIFICATE DATA, AND METHOD OF 

USING PRINT DATA 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

^ The present invention relates to apparatuses, storage media, and 
3fiethods for using print data by computer systems, and more specifically, 
/"relates to a print data management apparatus which can use print data 
| Advantageously in terms of data capacity, a storage medium having stored 
^therein a print data management program, a storage medium having stored 

-^therein usage certificate data, and a method of using print data 

O - ■ 
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O DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

Hitherto, when a buyer purchases an item at a store, a receipt, which 
is a detailed statement of the item, is issued to the buyer. 

Recently, various information that Is supplied as printed matter has 
been converted into data. In accordance with the needs of users, the data 
is printed for use. Concerning receipts, instead of immediately issuing a 
receipt as printed matter, the receipt is converted into data, and, for 
example, the receipt data can be subsequently used in accounting or the 
like. As a result, the buyer has no possibility of losing the receipt, nor 

i 

does the management of the receipt become complex, which is very 
convenient . 

•A 

On the other hand , in recent years, it has been possible to use 
various data by using portable terminals such as cellular phones and the 



like. An example of this is i-mode offered by NTT Communications Network, 
Inc. (NTT DoCoMo) , When receipts are converted into data and the receipt 
data is used by a portable terminal, the receipt data is stored in the 
portable terminal. The number of receipts that can be stored in the 
portable terminal is limited since it is difficult to install a large- 
capacity memory in the portable terminal in due to issues of cost 
reduction and size. 

g A similar problem may be experienced not only with receipts but 
Sllso with other printed matter. 

%j In view of the unsolved problems encountered with such conventional 
techniques, it is an object of the present invention to provide a print 
Jdata management apparatus capable of using print data while being 
^^advantageous in terms of data capacity, a storage medium having stored 
^therein a print data management program, a storage medium having stored 
^herein usage certificate data, and a method of using print data . 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In order to achieve the foregoing objects, the print data management 
apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 of the present invention is a print data 
management apparatus for registering, in response to a data registration 
request which includes print data, the print data and for providing, in 
response to a data usage request, the print data relating to the data usage 
recjuest . The print data management apparatus includes storage means for 
registration of the print data; registration means for registering the 
print data in the storage means; and providing means for providing the 
print data in the storage means. When the data registration request xs 
received, the registration means registers the print data included in the 




received data registration request in the storage means, in association 
with authentication information for authenticating whether or not a user is 
eligible to use the print data, and the registration means transmits usage 
certificate data that includes the authentication information. When the 
data usage request that includes the authentication information is 
received, and when the authentication information in the storage means that 
corresponds to the print data relating to the received data usage request 
&d the authentication information included in the received data usage 
y?%quest satisfy a predetermined relationship, the providing means transmits 
jlhe print data in the storage means relating to the received data usage 
^request. 

£ With this arrangement, for example, when a user wants to use print 

Qata provided by a provider, the provider first transmits a data 
■^registration request including print data to the print data management 
jUapparatus . 

When the data registration request is received, the print data 
management apparatus uses the registration means to register the print data 
included in the received data registration request in the storage means, in 
association with authentication information for authenticating whether or 
not the user is eligible to use the print data. Also, usage certificate 
data including the authentication information is transmitted. Then, the 
user receives the transmitted usage certificate data and obtains the 

authentication information. 

Next, the user refers to the authentication information included in 

the usage certificate information and transmits a data usage request 

including the authentication information to the print data management 

apparatus. 
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When the data usage request is received, and when the authentication 
information in the storage means that corresponds to the print data 
relating to the received data usage request and the authentication 
information included in the received data usage request satisfy a 
predetermined relationship, the print data management apparatus uses the 
providing means to transmit the print data in the storage means relating to 
the received data usage request. The transmitted print data is printed by 
^printer etc. at the destination. 

S! By storing the usage certificate including the authentication 
^information, instead of the print data itself, in the user's terminal, the 
!^iser can print the print data at any place if necessary. 
^ In the storage means, print data is registered by every means on 

Levery occasion. Alternatively, it is possible to register the print data 
^beforehand in the storage means. Also, without registering the print data 
Cl_n advance, it is possible to register the print data in response to an 
external input or the like when the apparatus is operating. 

For example, a predetermined relationship is said to be satisfied 
when authentication information for a checked object matches authentication 
information for a checking object, when the result of a calculation 
according to a predetermined arithmetic expression based on authentication 
information for a checked object matches the authentication information for 
a checking object, or when the result of a calculation according to a 
predetermined arithmetic expression based on authentication information for 
the checked object matches the result of a calculation using a 
predetermined arithmetic expression based on authentication information for 
the checking object. Hereinafter the same applies to a storage medium 
having stored therein a print data management program as set forth in Claim 
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7 and to the method of using print data as set forth in Claim 9. 

As long as the registration means is designed to directly or 
indirectly transmit usage certificate data to a user, the registration 
means can be of any structure. For example, usage certificate data can be 
directly transmitted to the user by transmitting the usage certificate data 
to a user's terminal. Also, the usage certificate data can be transmitted 
to a provider's terminal, and then the provider's terminal transmits the 
Sit a to the user's terminal. In this way, the usage certificate data is 
Indirectly transmitted to the user. Hereinafter the same applies to a 
storage medium having stored therein the print data management program as 
Hi&t forth in Claim 7 and the method of using print data as set forth in 
Claim 9. 

O As long as the providing means is designed to transmit print data, 
providing means can be of any structure. For example, any providing 

fjseans can be used as long as it directly or indirectly transmits the print 
data to a user or a print terminal. When directly or indirectly 
transmitting print data to a user or a print terminal, the procedure is 
similar to that described in the example of the registration means. 
Hereinafter the same applies to a storage medium having stored therein the 
print data management program as set forth in Claim 7 and to the method of 
using print data as set forth in Claim 9. 

The print data management apparatus according to the present 
invention can be formed of one terminal or a set of functions of terminals. 

i 

For example, when the print data management apparatus consists of a set of 
functions of two terminals, the structure is as follows. Specifically, one 
terminal includes storage means and providing means, and the other terminal 
includes registration means for registering print data in the storage means 



of one terminal. 

In the print data management apparatus as set forth in Claim 2 of 
the present invention according to the print data management apparatus as 
set forth in Claim 1, the registration means registers the print data 
included in the received data registration request in the storage means, in 
association with usage count information which indicates the number of 
times the print data is permitted to be used. When a usage count in the 
usage count information in the storage means that corresponds to the print 
<sf§ta relating to the received data usage request is greater than or equal 
fe§ a predetermined number, the providing means transmits the print data in 
pjhe storage means relating to the received data usage request to a print 
germinal, and, when the usage count in the usage count information is less 
iy&an the predetermined number, transmission of the print data is 
gyohibited. 

With this arrangement, when a data registration request is received, 
tlie registration means registers the print data included in the received 
data registration request in the storage means, in association with usage 
count information indicating the number of times the print data is 
permitted to be used. 

In contrast, when a data usage request is received, and when a usage 
count in the usage count information in the storage means that corresponds 
to the print data relating to the received data usage request is greater 
than or equal to a predetermined number, the providing means transmits the 
print data in the storage means relating to the received data usage request 
to a print terminal. The transmitted print data is printed by the print 
terminal. In contrast, when the usage count in the usage count information 
in the storage means that corresponds to the print data relating to the 
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received data usage request is less than the predetermined number, 
transmission of the print data is prohibited. 

Thus, the provider can restrict the number of times the user can use 
the print data. Since the print data is directly transmitted to the print 
terminal, it is difficult for the user to freely duplicate the print data. 

In the print data management apparatus as set forth in Claim 3 of 
the present invention according to the print data management apparatus as 
set forth in one of Claims 1 and 2, the usage certificate data further 
y&icludes a network address for uniquely specifying the location of the 
""apparatus on a network to which the apparatus is connected. 
|U With this arrangement, the registration means transmits usage 
Certificate data that includes not only authentication information but 

jfikLso a network address for uniquely specifying the location of the print ~ — 

gjata management apparatus on the network to which the print data management 
^apparatus is connected. The user receives the transmitted usage 
"certificate data and obtains the authentication information and the network 
address . 

By referring to the network address -included in the usage certificate 
data, the user can transmit a data usage request including the 
authentication information to the print data management apparatus. 

In the print data management apparatus as set forth in Claim 4 of 
the present invention according to the print data management apparatus as 
set forth in any one of Claims 1 to 3, the usage certificate data further 
includes a network address for uniquely specifying, on a network, the 
storage location of a program for transmitting the data usage request which 
includes the authentication information to the apparatus, the program being 
stored in the network. 
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With this arrangement, the registration means transmits usage 
certificate data which includes not only authentication information but 
also a network address for uniquely specifying, on the network, the storage 
location of a program for transmitting a data usage request including the 
authentication information to the print data management apparatus, the 
program being stored in the network. The user receives the transmitted 
usage certificate data and obtains the authentication information and the 
igetwork address. 

g| By referring to the network address included in the usage certificate 
T-djata, the user reads the program from a network terminal. Using the 
program, the user can transmit a data usage request including the 
^authentication information to the print data management apparatus . 

The program stored in the network is a program stored in a network 
Resource connected to the network. For example, the program can be stored 
rjn a terminal that establishes a connection through the network with 
another terminal that tries to use usage data based on the usage 
certificate data. Also, the program can be stored in a terminal that tries 
to use usage data based on the usage certificate data. Hereinafter the 
same applies to a storage medium having stored therein usage certificate 
data as set forth in Claim 8 . 

In the print data management apparatus as set forth in Claim 5 of 
the present invention according to the print data management apparatus as 
set forth in any one of Claims 1 to 4, when a network address is included 
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in the data registration request, the registration means transmits the 
usage certificate data to a destination specified by the network address, 
and, when no network address is included in the data registration request, 
the registration means transmits the usage certificate data to the sender 
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of the data registration request. 

With this arrangement, when a network address is included in a data 
registration request , the registration means transmits usage certificate 
data to a destination specified by the network address. In contrast, when 
no network address is included in a data registration request, the 
registration means transmits usage certificate data to the sender of the 
data registration request. 

_ In a print data management apparatus as set forth in Claim 6 of the 
present invention according to a print data management apparatus as set 
"fbrth in any one of Claims 1 to 5, when a network address is included in 
IMie data usage request, the providing means transmits the print data to a 
Bestination specified by the network address, and, when no network address 
!#s included in the data usage request/ the providing means transmits the 
fgrint data to the sender of the data usage request . 

O With this arrangement, when a network address is included in a data 
usage request, the providing means transmits print data to a destination 
specified by the network address. In contrast, when no network address is 
included in a data usage request, the providing means transmits print data 
to the sender of the data usage request. 

In order to achieve the foregoing objects, a storage medium having 
stored therein the print data management program as set forth in Claim 7 
of the present invention is the computer-readable storage medium having 
stored therein the print data management program to be applied to the 
print data management apparatus as set forth in Claim 1. The storage 
medium stores a program for causing the computer to perform processing 
implemented by registration means for registering print data in the storage 
means and processing implemented by the providing means for providing the 



print data in the storage means. When a data registration request is 
received, the registration means registers the print data included in the 
received data registration request in the storage means, in association 
with authentication information for authenticating whether or not a user is 
eligible to use the print data, and the registration means transmits usage 
certificate data which includes the authentication information. When a 
data usage request which includes the authentication information is 
gfceived, and when the authentication information in the storage means 
gfiich corresponds to the print data relating to the received data usage 
-request and the authentication information included in the received data 
jusage request satisfy a predetermined relationship, the providing means 
^Transmits the print data in the storage means relating to the received data 
Jy^age request. 

^ With this arrangement, the program stored in the storage medium is 
;^ead by the computer . When the computer performs processing in accordance 
with the read program, operations equivalent to those of the print data 
management apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 can be obtained. 

In order to achieve the foregoing objects, the storage medium having 
stored therein usage certificate data as set forth in Claim 8 of the 
present invention is a computer-readable storage medium having stored 
therein usage certificate data to be transmitted by a print data management 
apparatus as set forth in Claim 1. The storage medium stores 
authentication information for authenticating, by the print data management 
apparatus, whether or not a user is eligible to use the print data and a 
network address for uniquely specifying, on a network, the storage location 
of a program for transmitting a data usage request that includes the 
authentication information to the print data management apparatus, the 
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program being stored in the network. 

With this arrangement, data stored in the storage medium is read by 
the computer. When the computer performs processing based on the read 
data, the computer refers to the network address included in the read usage 
certificate data and reads the program. Using the read program, the 
computer transmits a data usage request including the authentication 
information to the print data management apparatus . 

^ In. order to achieve the foregoing objects, as a method of using print 
g&ta as set forth in Claim 9 of the present invention, there is a method 
for using print data by a computer system. With regard to a provider for 
providing the print data there is included a registering step of 
Registering the print data in storage means in association with 
Authentication information for authenticating whether or not a user is 
gLigible to use the print data; and a transmitting step of transmitting 
ffi$age certificate information which includes the authentication information 
to the user of the print data. With regard to the user there is included a 
receiving step of receiving the usage certificate data; and a transmitting 
step of transmitting a data usage request • which includes the authentication 
information. With regard to the provider there is included a receiving 
step of receiving the data usage request; and a transmitting step of 
transmitting the print data in the storage means relating to the received 
data usage request to a print terminal when the authentication information 
in the storage means which corresponds to the print data relating to the 
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received data usage request and the authentication information included in 
the received data usage request satisfy a predetermined relationship. 

In the method of usin^^print data as set forth in Claim 10 of the 
present invention according to. the method of using print data as set 
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forth in Claim 9, the provider further includes a registering step of 
registering the print data in the storage means in association with usage 
count information which indicates the number of times the print data is 
permitted to be used; and a transmitting step of transmitting, when a usage 
count in the usage count information in the storage means that corresponds 
to the print data relating to the received data usage request is greater 
than or equal to a predetermined number, the print data in the storage 
means r,;-l.:-ir_r the received data usage request to a print terminal, and 

prohibiting transmission of the print data when the usage count in said 
%|sage count information is less than the predetermined number. 

gRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

ju. Fig. 1 is a block diagram of the configuration of a network system to 
SJiich the present invention is applied; 

™ Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the structure of a database server 100; 
^ Fi< ?- 3 illustrates the data structure of a usage certificate data 
registration table 110; 

Fig. 4 illustrates the data structure of usage certificate data; 

Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing a calling program; 

Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing a display program; 

Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing a usage request program; 

Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing a registration process; 

Fig. 9 is a flowchart showing a providing process; 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram of the structure of a client 204; and 

Fig. 11 is a flowchart showing a registration process. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBOD IMENT S 



Embodiments of the present invention will now be described with 
reference to the drawings. Figs. 1 to 11 illustrate a print data 
management apparatus, a storage medium having stored therein a print data 
management program, a storage medium having stored therein usage 
certificate data, and a method of using print data according to 
embodiments of the present invention. 

In this embodiment, the print data management apparatus, the storage 
Hfjdium having stored therein the print data management program, the storage 
gpdium having stored therein the usage certificate data, and the method of 

in 9 print data according to the present invention are applied to the 
|6pllowing case. As shown in Fig. 1, when a buyer purchases an item at a 
jstore 200, receipt data that is a detailed statement of the item is 
Registered in a database server 100. Instead of the receipt data, usage 
<||rtificate data for using the receipt data is issued to the buyer. 
||ibsequently, the buyer can use the usage certificate data to print the 
receipt data. 

The configuration of a network system to which the present invention 
is applied will now be described with reference to Fig. 1. Fig. 1 is a 
block diagram of the configuration of the network system to which the 
present invention is applied. 

As shown in Fig. 1, the database server 100 for registering and 
providing receipt data, a client 204 installed at the store 200, a relaying 
server 510 for relaying communication between a portable terminal 300 owned 
by the buyer and a network 500, and a print server 400 for printing receipt 
data are connected to the network 500. 

A POS (Point Of Sale) terminal 202 for transmitting receipt data, 
which is a detailed statement of an item, to the client 204 is connected to 



the client 204. In the POS terminal 202, when a particular item is sold, 
and when an item code for identifying the item is input using a barcode 
reader or the like, the name and price of the item which correspond to the 
input item code are read from a database or the like. The information and 
certificate information which certifies that it has been issued by the 
store 200 are generated as receipt data. The generated receipt data is 
transmitted to the client 404. 

A base station 502 for performing wireless communication with the 
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S brtablS terminal 300 is connected to the relaying server 510 through a 
public line 504. When the portable terminal 300 establishes a link with 
JBhe network 500, the relaying server 510 operates in place of the portable 
terminal 300 as $ terminal on the network 500. The relaying server 510 
!&ransmits a request or data, which is received from the portable terminal 
gjpO through the base station 502 and the public line 504, to a target 
germinal through the network 500. At the same time, the relaying server 
3 510 transmits data from the target terminal on the network 500 to the 
portable terminal 300 through the public line 504 and the base station 200. 

The portable terminal 300 includes a CPU, ROM, and RAM that are 
interconnected by a bus. Also, the portable terminal 300 includes an LCD 
(Liquid Crystal Display) for displaying images and a key panel as a human 
interface, which can be used to input data using a plurality of keys. 

The portable terminal 300 transmits and receives e-mail through a 
mail server (not shown) . When a mail transmission request is received from 
the portable terminal 300, the e-mail server transmits the e-mail 
concerning the e-mail transmission request to a destination specified by a 
designated e-mail address / ^so, the e-mail server receives and stores an 
e-mail transmitted from the outside (the database server 100 or the client 



204) to the portable terminal 300. In response to a mail delivery request 
from the portable terminal 300, the e-mail server delivers the stored e- 
mail addressed to the portable terminal 300. It is 1 also possible to attach 
usage certificate data (described hereinafter) to an e-mail, and hence e- 
mail with an attachment can be transmitted/received. 

Referring to Fig. 2, the structure of the database server 100 will 
now be described in detail. Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the structure of 
, r 4he database server 100. 

g As shown in Fig. 2, the database server 100 includes a CPU 30 for 

performing arithmetic operations and controlling the overall system in 

E s ii 

jjccordance with a control program; a ROM 32 for storing in advance the 
^control program for the CPU 30 or the like in a predetermined region; a RAM 
g|4 for storing data read from the ROM 32 or the like and the results of the 
Arithmetic operations which -are required in the course of operation of the 
mIpu 30; a CRTC 36 for converting data stored in a specific region of the 
RAM 34 into image signals and outputting the image signals to a display 
device 44; and an I/F 38 for carrying data input and output with respect to 
external devices. These devices are interconnected by a bus 39, which is a 
signal line for transmitting data, in which data can be communicated among 
these devices. 

External devices are connected to the I/F 38. The external devices 
include an input device 40, which includes a keyboard, a mouse, and the 
like, for functioning as a human interface and inputting data; a storage 
device 42 for storing data and tables as files; the display device 44 for 
displaying images based on image signals; and a signal line for 
establishing a connection with the network 500. 

The RAM 34 includes a VRAM 35 as a specific region for storing 



display data for causing the display device 4 4 to display data. The VRAM 
35 can be accessed independently by the CPU 30 and the CRTC 36. 

The CRTC 36 sequentially reads the display data stored in the VRAM 35 
at a predetermined cycle, starting from the first address. The CRTC 36 
converts the read display data into image signals and outputs the image 
signals to the display device 44. 

Referring to Fig. 3, the structure of data stored in the storage 
device 42 will now be described. Fig. 3 illustrates the data structure of 
S usage certificate data registration table 110. 

^1 As shown in Fig. 3, the storage device 42 stores the usage 
^certificate data registration table 110 in which usage certificate data for 
^tfsing receipt data is registered and a program {not shown) which is called 
leased on program calling information included in the usage certificate data 
^described hereinafter) . 

In the usage certificate data registration table 110, as shown in 
Fig. 3, one record is registered for each piece of receipt data. Each 
record includes a field 112 for registering the data name of receipt data; 
a field 114 for registering a password that is required for using the 
receipt data; a field 116 for registering the usage count of the receipt 
data; and a field 118 for registering the expiration date for using receipt 
data. Also, the usage certificate data registration table 110 includes a 
field (not shown) for registering local information used to specify 
standard time based on which the expiration date is determined. The local 
information is, for example, JST (Japan Standard Time) when Japanese 
standard time is used. 



"receipt data 1" as the data name in the field 112, "xxxxabcd" as the 




a first record from the top includes 



password in the field 114, "1" as the usage count in the field 116, and 
"2000/3/31" as the expiration date in the field 118. The lowest record 
includes "receipt data n" as the data name in the field 112, "zzzzcdef" as 
the password in the field 114, "1" as the usage count in the field 116, and 
"2000/5/31" as the expiration date in the field 118. 

In the initial state, no record is registered in the usage 
certificate data registration table 110. If necessary, the client 204 
registers receipt data, and a corresponding record is added and is 
hgegistered. 

%1 The CPU 30 includes a microprocessing unit MPU or the like. When 
Receipt data is registered, as shown in Fig. 4, the CPU 30 issues usage 
gertificate data to a buyer. Fig. 4 illustrates the data structure of 
gyksage certificate data. 

p As shown in Fig. 4, usage certificate data includes data name 
Information 121 indicating the data name of receipt data; password 
Information 122 indicating a password required for using the receipt data; 
usage count information 123 indicating the usage count of the receipt data; 
expiration date information 124 indicating the expiration date of the 
receipt data; address information 125 indicating a network address that 
uniquely specifies the location of the database server 100 on the network 
500; and program calling information 126 required for calling a program for 
transmitting a data usage request to the database server 100 based on the 
usage certificate data. Also, local information (not shown) for specifying 
standard time, based on which the expiration date is determined, is 
included. 

The program calling information 126 includes a calling program for 
selectively calling a display program for displaying the contents of usage 



certificate data or a usage request program for transmitting a data usage 
request including the data name information 121 and the password 
information 122 to the database server 100 and requesting the use of 
receipt data. In order to call the programs, the program calling 
information 12 6 also includes a network address (network address of the 
database server 100) for uniquely specifying the storage location for 
storing these programs on the network 500, Both the display program and 
the usage request program are stored in the storage device 4 2 as programs 
%hat are called based on the program calling information 12 6. 
^ Referring to Fig. 5 f the calling program included in the program 
trailing information 126 will now be described in detail. Fig. 5 is a 
BPlowchart showing the calling program. 

H* The calling program is a multi-platform program that includes a 
group of commands (for example, JAVA applets) which are independent of the 
i&P € of CPU. When the calling program is executed by a terminal on the 
network 500, as shown in Fig. 5, the calling program proceeds to step S100. 

In step S100, the calling program determines whether or not a request 
to display the contents of usage certificate data is input. If it is 
determined that the request to display the contents of usage certificate 
data is input (Yes), in step S102, the calling program refers to a network 
address included in the program calling information 126, and the calling 
program reads and executes the display program from the database server 
100. Then, the calling program proceeds to step S104. 

In step S104, the calling program determines whether or not a request 
to print the receipt data is input. If it is determined that the request 
to print the receipt data is input (Yes), step S106 is then performed in 
which the calling program refers to the network address included in the 



program calling information 126, and the calling program reads and executes 
the usage request program from the database server 100. Then, the calling 
program proceeds to step S100. 

In contrast, if it is determined in step S100 that no request to 
display the contents of usage certificate data is input (No) , the calling 
program proceeds to step S104. 

In contrast, if it is determined in step S104 that no request to 
^display- the receipt data is input (No), the program proceeds to step S100. 

Referring to Fig. 6, the display program in the storage device 42 
/will now be described in detail. Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing the display 
Iprogram. 

^ As in the calling program, the display program is a multi-platform 
program formed of a group of commands that are independent of the type of 
GSPU. The display program is read by executing the calling program. When 
©ie display program is executed by a terminal on the network 500, as shown 
in Fig. 6, the display program proceeds to step S130. 

In step S130, the display program displays the data name of receipt 
data based on the data name information 121 included in the usage 
certificate data. In step S132, the display program displays a password 
based on the password information 122 included in the usage certificate 
data. In step S134, the display program displays the remaining usage count 
of the receipt data based on the usage count information 123 included in 
the usage certificate data. Subsequently, the display program proceeds to 
step S136. 

In step S136, the display program displays the expiration date of the 
receipt data based on the expiration date information 124 included in the 
usage certificate data. In step S138, the display program displays a 
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network address of the database server 100 based on the address information 
125 included in the usage certificate data. The display program is then 
terminated. 

Referring to Fig. 7, the usage request program in the storage device 
4 2 will now be described in detail. Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing the 
usage request program. 

As in the calling program, the usage request program is a multi- 
platform program formed of a group of commands that are independent of the 
?= iype of CPU. The usage request program is read by executing the calling 
program. When the usage request program is executed by a terminal on the 
Network 500, as shown in Fig. 7, the usage request program proceeds to step 
HS160. 

- In step S160, the usage request program refers to a network address 

Based on the address information 125 included in the usage certificate data 
-Jtnd transmits a data usage request including the data name information 121 
jh&nd the password information 122 included in the usage certificate data to 
the database server 100. In step S162, the usage request program 
determines whether or not authentication from the database server 100 is 
received. If it is determined tl^t authentication is received (Yes) , the 
usage request program proceeds to step S164. 

In step S164, the usage request program determines whether or not 
receipt data is received. If it is determined that receipt data is 
received (Yes), the usage request program proceeds to step S166. If it is 
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determined to the contrary (No) , the usage request program is queued in 
step S164 until the receipt data is received. 

In step S166, the usage xequest program prints the received receipt 
data, and the usage request program is then terminated. 



In contrast, if it is determined in step S162 that no authentication 
from the database server 100 is received (No) , the usage request program 
proceeds to step S168 and displays an error message. Subsequently, the 
usage request program is terminated. 

Referring back to Fig. 2, the CPU 30 activates a predetermined 
program stored in a predetermined region of the ROM 32. In accordance with 
the program, a registration process and a providing process shown in Figs. 
8 and 9, respectively, are executed. 

■|J Referring to Fig. 8, the registration process is described in detail. 

%-fig. 8 is a flowchart showing the registration process. 

fy The registration process is a process for registering receipt data. 

fWhen the registration process is executed by the CPU 30, as shown in Fig. 

iM, the registration process proceeds to step S200. The registration 

process corresponds to a registration request process executed by the 

filient 204, which will be described hereinafter. 

In step S200, it is determined whether or not a data registration 
request is received. If it is determined that the data registration 
request is received (Yes), the registration process proceeds to step S202. 
If it is determined to the contrary (No) , the registration process is 
queued in step S200 until it receives a data registration request. 

In step S202, the registration process generates a data name and 
password for receipt data included in the received data registration 
request. In step S204, the registration process registers the receipt data 
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included in the received data registration request in the usage certificate 
data registration table 110 in association with the generated data name, 
password, usage count, and* expiration date. Then, the registration process 
proceeds to step S206. 



In step S206, the registration process generates usage certificate 
data shown in Fig. 4. In step S208, the registration process transmits the 
generated usage certificate data to the sender of the data registration 
request. The registration process is then terminated. 

Referring to Fig. 9, the providing process will now be described in 
detail. Fig. 9 is a flowchart showing the providing process. 

The providing process is a process for providing receipt data. When 
the providing process is executed by the CPU 30, as shown in Fig. 9 f the 
'providing process proceeds to step S250. The providing process corresponds 
;s tb the usage request program executed by a terminal on the network 500. 
fy In step S250, the providing process determines whether or not a data 
jQgsage request is received. If it is determined that a data usage request 
jL&s received (Yes), the providing process proceeds to step S252. If it is 
determined to the contrary (No) , the providing process is stopped in step 
JK250 until it receives a data usage request. 

' In step S252, the providing process reads a password from a record in 

which the same data name as that included in the received data usage 
request is registered from among records in the usage certificate data 
registration table 110. In step S256, the providing process determines 
whether or not the read password matches a password included in the 
received data usage request. If it is determined that the two passwords 
match (Yes), the providing process proceeds to step S258 . 

^ In step S258, the providing process reads a usage count from the 
record in' which the same data name as that included in the data name usage 
request is registered from among records in the usage certificate data 
registration table 110. In step S260, the providing process determines 
whether or not there is a remaining usage count. If it is determined that 



there is a remaining usage count (Yes), the providing process proceeds to 
step S262. 

In step S2 62, the providing process reads an expiration date from the 
record in which the same data name as that included in the received data 
usage request is registered from among records in the usage certificate 
data registration table 110. In step S264, the providing process 
determines whether or not it is within the expiration date. If it is 
determined that it is within the expiration date (Yes), the providing 
process proceeds to step S2 66. 

N! In step S266, the providing process transmits the fact that 
Rlithentication by the database server 100 has been made to the sender of 
Bie data usage request. In step S268, the providing process reads receipt 
■ffetie data from the storage device 42 which is specified by the data name 
gjicluded in the received data usage request, and the providing process 
^transmits the read receipt data to the sender of the data usage request. 
-In step S270, the providing process subtracts one from the usage count of 
the record in which the same data name as that included in the received 
data usage request is registered from among records in the usage 
certificate data registration table 110. The providing process is then 
terminated. 

In contrast, if it is determined in step S264 that it is not within 
the expiration date (No) , in step S272, the providing process deletes from 
the storage medium 42 the receipt data specified by the data name included 
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in the received data usage request. At the same time, the providing 
process deletes, from the usage certificate data registration table 110, 
the record in which the sam^&ata name as that included in the received 
data usage request is registered. In step S274, the providing process 



transmits the fact that no authentication has not been made by the database 
server 100 to the sender of the data usage request. Then, the providing 
process is terminated. 

In contrast, if it is determined in step S260 that no usage count is 
detected (No), the providing process proceeds to step S272. 

In contrast, if it is determined in step 256 that the two passwords 
do not match (No), the providing process proceeds to step S274. 
^ Referring to Fig. 10, the structure of the client 204 will now be 
IJSscribed in detail. Fig. 10 is a block diagram of the structure of the 
client 204. 

I'*!' As shown in Fig. 10, the client 204 includes a CPU 50 for performing 
ktithmetic operations and controlling the overall system in accordance with 
IT control program; a ROM 52 for storing in advance the control program for 
Hie CPU 50 or the like in a predetermined region; a RAM 54 for storing data 
Sad from the ROM 52 or the like and the results of the arithmetic 
operations which are required in the course of operation of the CPU 50; a 
CRTC 56 for converting data stored in a specific region of the RAM 54 into 
image signals and outputting the image signals to a display device 64; and 
an I/F 58 for carrying data input and output with respect to external 
devices. These devices are interconnected by a bus 59, which is a signal 
line for transmitting data, in which data can be communicated among these 
devices . 

The following external devices are connected to the I/F 58. 
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Concerning the external devices, there are an input device 60, which 
includes a keyboard, a mouse, and the like, for functioning as a human 
interface and inputting data; a storage device 62 for storing data and 
tables as files; the display device 64 for displaying images based on image 



signals; a signal line for establishing a connection with the network 500; 
and a signal line for establishing a connection with the POS terminal 202. 

The CPU 50 includes a microprocessing unit MPU or the like. The CPU 
50 activates a predetermined program stored in a predetermined region of 
the ROM 52. In accordance with the program, a registration request process 
shown in a flowchart in Fig, 11 is executed. Fig. 11 is the flowchart 
showing the registration process. 

The registration request process is a process for requesting that 
j&iceipt data be registered. When the registration request process is 
executed by the CPU 50, as shown in Fig. 11, the registration request 
ftfocess proceeds to step S300. 

CI In step S300, the registration request process determines whether or 
fe&t receipt data from the POS terminal 202 is received. If it is 
g|termined that receipt data is received (Yes) , the registration request 
process proceeds to step S302. If it is determined to the contrary (No), 
the registration request process is stopped in step S300 until it receives 
receipt data. 

In step S302, the registration request process transmits a data 
registration request including the receipt data to the database server 100. 
In step S304, the registration request process determines whether or not 
usage certificate data is received. If it is determined that usage 
certificate data is received (Yes) , the registration request process 
proceeds to step S306. If it is determined to the contrary (No), the 
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registration request process is stopped in step S304 until it receives 
usage certificate data. 
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In step S306, an e-mail address is input. In step S308, the 
registration request process transmits the usage certificate data in the 



form of an e-mail to the destination specified by the input e-mail address. 
The registration request process is then terminated. 

The operation of the above-described embodiment will now be 
described. 

First, a case in which receipt data is registered in the database 
server 100 is described. 

When a buyer purchases an item at the store 200, the POS terminal 202 
generates receipt data, which is a detailed statement of the item, and the 
igeceipt data is transmitted to the client 204 . When the client 204 
receives the receipt data, in step S302, a data registration request 
fyacluding the received receipt data is transmitted to the database server 

Too. 

f=l When the database server 100 receives the data registration request, 
'%h steps S202 and S204, the data name and password for the receipt data 
pyhcluded in the received data registration request are generated. The 
receipt data included in the received data registration request is 
registered in the usage certificate data registration table 110 in 
association with the generated data name, password, usage count, and 
expiration date. In steps S206 and S208, usage certificate data shown in 
Fig. 4 is generated, and the generated usage certificate data is 
transmitted to the client 204. 

The usage count of the receipt data is set to one because it is not 
very desirable that certificate information such as receipt data be printed 
a number of times, which may lead to falsification of data or the like. 
The usage count can be set by the store 200. Alternatively, the usage 
count can be set by determining, by the database server 100, the type of 
data concerning the data registration request. 



When the client 204 receives the usage certificate data, the input 
device 60 inputs the e-mail address of the portable terminal 300 owned by 
the buyer. In step S308, the received usage certificate data is 
transmitted to the portable terminal 300. Accordingly, the buyer receives 
the transmitted usage certificate data. 

In this manner, when the buyer purchases an item at the store 200, 
receipt data, which is a detailed statement of the item, is registered in 
tjie database server 100. At the same time, usage certificate data for 
Ming the receipt data is transmitted to the buyer's portable terminal 300. 
/'* When the buyer wants to view the contents of the usage certificate 
p4ta, for example, the buyer clicks an icon of the usage certificate data 
fer the like. As a result, the portable terminal 300 refers to the program 
galling information 12 6 of the usage certificate data, and the calling 
program is executed. At this time, the buyer enters a request to display 
Be contents of the usage certificate data using the key panel. In 
response to this, the calling program refers to the address information 125 
of the usage certificate data. Then, the display program is read from the 
database server 100 and is executed. In steps S130 to S138, the display 
program displays the contents of the usage certificate data on the LCD. 
Specifically, the data name, password, usage count, expiration date of the 
receipt data and the network address of the database server 100 are 
displayed. 

A case in which the receipt data registered in the database server 
100 is printed will now be described. 

When a buyer purchases an item and subsequently wants to print 
receipt data using the nearest print server 400, the buyer transmits the 
usage certificate data in the portable terminal 300 to the print server 



400. 

When the print server 400 receives the usage certificate data, the 
print server 400 refers to the program calling information 12 6 of the 
received usage certificate data, and the calling program is executed. The 
calling program refers to the address information 125 of the received usage 
certificate data, the usage request program is read from the database 
server 100, and the read usage request program is executed. In step S160, 
the usage request program obtains the data name information 121 and the 
password information 122 from the received usage certificate data, and the 
usage request program refers to the address information 125 of the received 
ullage certificate data. A data usage request including the obtained 
jBformation is transmitted to the database server 100. 

f When the database server 100 receives the data usage request, in step :r 

&k52, the database server 100 reads, from among records of the usage 
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Certificate data registration table 110, a password from the record in 
ifhich the same data name as that included in the received data usage 
request is registered. It is then determined whether or not the password 
included in the received data usage request matches the read password. 
Since the buyer has requested to use the receipt data based on the 
authentically issued usage certificate data, it is determined that the 
password included in the received data usage request and the read password 
match. 

In steps S256 and S258, the usage count is read from the record in 
which the same data name as that included in the received data usage 
request is registered, from among records of the usage certificate data 
registration table 110. Next; it is determined whether or not there is an 
available usage count. In this example, the buyer has never printed the 
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receipt data. Thus, it is determined that there is an available usage 
count . 

In steps S260 and S262, the expiration date is read from the record 
in which the same data name as that included in the received data usage 
request is registered, from among records of the usage certificate data 
registration table 110. Next, it is determined whether or not it is within 
the expiration date. If it is determined that use of the receipt data is 
w4thin the expiration date, in steps S264 to S268, authentication by the 
Jt&tabase server 100 is transmitted to the print server 400. The receipt 
data specified by the data name included in the received data usage request 
U read from the storage device 42, and the read receipt data is 
transmitted to the print server 400. 

jjir When the print server 400 receives the receipt data, in step S166, 
teAe received receipt data is printed. Accordingly, the buyer receives the 
printed receipt data. 

By storing the usage certificate data, instead of the receipt data 
itself, in the buyer's portable terminal 300, the buyer can print the 
receipt data at any place if necessary. 

If the password included in the received data usage request and the 
read password do not match, if there is no usage count available, or if it 
is not within the expiration date, in step S274, the database server 100 
transmits the fact that no authentication has been made by the database 
server 100 to the print server 400. 

When no authentication is made by the database server 100, the print 
server 400 displays an error message in step S168. Concerning the error 
message, it is not only possible for the print server 4 00 to display the 
error message, but also to transmit the error message to the portable 



terminal 300. Hence, the portable terminal 300 can also display the error 
message. 

According to this embodiment, when the database server 100 receives a 
data registration request, the database server 100 registers receipt data 
included in the received data registration request in association with the 
data name information 121, the password information 122, and the like. At 
the same time, the database server 100 is designed to transmit usage 
certificate data which includes the information 121 and 122. When the 
Ij&tabase server 100 receives a data usage request, and when the password of 
£%e record in which the same data name as that included in the received 
IJjkta usage request is registered matches the password included in the 
received data usage request, the database server 100 is designed to 
transmit receipt data specified by the data name included in the received 
Sit a usage request to the print server 4 00. 

Q By storing the usage certificate data, in place of the receipt data 
itself, in the portable terminal 300, the buyer can print the receipt data 
at any place if necessary. Thus, it is possible to use the receipt data 
without occupying much of the data capacity of the portable terminal 300. 

According to this embodiment, the database server 100 registers the 
receipt data included in the received data registration request in 
association with the usage count information 123. When the record in which 
the same data name as that included in the received data usage request is 
registered has an available usage count, the database server 100 transmits 
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the receipt data specified by the data name included in the received data 
usage request to the print server 400. If the record has no usage count 
available, transmission of'ttie receipt data is prohibited. 

Accordingly, the store 200 can restrict the number of times the buyer 



uses the receipt data. Since the receipt data is directly transmitted to 
the print server 4 00, it becomes difficult for the buyer to freely 
duplicate the receipt data. As a result, the possibility of certificate 
information such as the receipt data being duplicated a large number of 
times or being falsified can be reduced. 

According to this embodiment, the usage certificate data includes a 
network address for uniquely specifying the location of the database server 
100 on the network 500. 

y By referring to the network address included in the usage certificate 
Jttita, the print server 400 can transmit a data usage request to the 
Jfetabase server 100. Therefore, the convenience of using the receipt data 
Jfs enhanced. 

3 According to this embodiment, the usage certificate data includes a 

Qetwork address for uniquely specifying, on the network 500, the location 
Agt which the usage request program for transmitting the data usage request 
jM&o the database server 100 is stored. 

By referring to the network address included in the usage certificate 
data, the print server 400 can read the usage request program from the 
database server 100 and transmits, using the usage request program, the 
data usage request to the database server 100. As a result, it becomes 
even more convenient to use the receipt data. 

According to this embodiment, the usage certificate data includes the 
usage count of the receipt data. 

Thus, the buyer can find out, from the portable terminal 300, the 
number of times the receipt data can be printed. It thus becomes more 
convenient to use the receipt^data . 

According to this embodiment, the receipt data included in the 



received data registration request is registered in association with the 
expiration date information 124. If it is within the expiration date of 
the record in which the same data name as that included in the received 
data usage request is registered, the receipt data specified by the data 
name included in the received data usage request is transmitted to the 
print server 400. If it is not within the expiration date, transmission of 
the receipt data is prohibited. 

O Thus, the store 200 can impose a time limit on using, by the buyer, . 
tfM|s receipt data. 

SI According to this embodiment, the usage certificate data includes the 
^aspiration date of the receipt data. 

s Thus, the buyer can find out, from the portable terminal 300, the 
period in which the receipt data can be printed. It thus becomes more 
convenient to use the receipt data. 

rf According to this embodiment, the usage certificate data includes the 
program calling information 126 which is necessary for calling a program 
for transmitting a data usage request to the database server 100 based on 
the usage certificate data. Based on theprogram calling, information 126, 
the multi-platform display program or the multi-platform usage request 
program is read from the database server 100 and is executed. 

By clicking the icon of the usage certificate data or the like, the 
contents of the usage certificate data are displayed or the receipt data is 
printed. It thus becomes more convenient to use the receipt data. 

According to this embodiment, the receipt data corresponds to print 
data as set forth in Claims 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, and 10. The data name 
information 121 and the password information correspond to authentication 
information as set forth in Claims 1, 4, 7, 8, and 9. The storage device 



42 corresponds to storage means as set forth in Claims 1, 2, 7, 9, and 10. 
The print server 400 corresponds to a print terminal as set forth in Claims 
2 and 10, Steps S200 to S208 correspond to registration means as set forth 
in Claims 1, 2, and 7. Steps S250 to S274 correspond to providing means as 
set forth in Claims 1, 2, and 7. 

According to this embodiment, the database server 100 is designed to 
transmit usage certificate data to the sender of a data registration 
request. However, the present invention is not limited to this embodiment. 
* : fihen a network address is included in a data registration request, the 
i&sage certificate data is transmitted to the destination specified by the 
fijbtwork address. When no network address is included in a data 
fgfegistration request, the usage certificate data is transmitted to the 
Isender of the data registration request . 

fg When the client 204 transmits a data registration request including a 
sjiietwork address such as the e-mail address of the buyer to the database 
"server 100, the usage certificate data can be transmitted to the portable 
terminal 300 without passing through the client 204. Compared with a case 
in which the usage certificate data is transmitted via the client 204 to 
the portable terminal 300, the client 204 is relieved of the burden of 
retransmitting the usage certificate data to the portable terminal 300. It 
is also possible to reduce the possibility of the usage certificate data 
being transmitted to another terminal by mistake. Furthermore, the 
possibility of the usage- certificate data being obtained by a third party 
during transmission is reduced. 

According to this embodiment, the database server 100 is designed to 
transmit receipt data to the sender of a data usage request. However, the 
present invention is not limited to this embodiment. When a network 



address is included in a data usage request, the receipt data is 
transmitted to the destination specified by the network address. When no 
network address is included in a data usage request, the receipt data is 
transmitted to the sender of the data usage request. 

In this way, when the portable terminal 300 transmits a data usage 
request which includes the network address of the print server 400, the 
receipt data is transmitted to the print server 400. Thus, the portable 
Eferminal 300 is not required to transmit the usage certificate data to the 
print server 400. It is thus possible not only to eliminate the burden of 
transmitting the usage certificate data to the print server 400 but also to 
Reduce the possibility of the usage certificate data being obtained by a 
sthird party during transmission. 

h According to this embodiment, the receipt data is restricted by the 

SUage count, and hence the receipt data can be printed within the range of 
She preset usage count. However, the present invention is not limited to 
this embodiment. Instead of restricting the receipt data using the usage 
count, it is possible to print the receipt data any number of times. 
Alternatively, instead of restricting the- entire receipt data using the 
usage count, it is possible to restrict part of the receipt data by the 
usage count. For example, from among the receipt data, certificate 
information for certifying that particular information is issued by the 
store 200 is restricted by the usage count. From among the receipt data, 
information concerning the product code, name, and price of an item is not 
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restricted by the usage count. 

According to this embodiment, the present invention is applied to a 
case in which the receipt data is printed. However, the present invention 
is not limited to this embodiment. It is also possible to apply the 



present invention to cases of printing various print data such as: a 
resident card, a copy of a family register, a medical certificate, and 
other types of certificates; a railway ticket, an admission ticket, and 
other types of securities; a photograph of a celebrity, a photograph of a 
famous landscape or building, and other types of photographs; and a 
drawing, book, or other types of literary works by another person. In 
these cases, it is assumed that numerous free duplications of such print 
data by a user will cause inconvenience. Thus, the significance of 
Ipfstricting the usage count as in the present invention is very profound. 
J! According to this embodiment, a case in which the display program and 
H|ie usage request program shown in the flowcharts in Figs. 6 and 7 are 
Itored in the database server 100 has been described. However, the present 
Invention is not limited to this embodiment. It is also possible to store 
r tj£ie programs in another terminal on the network 500. 

Q According to this embodiment, a case has been described in which, 
when executing the display program and the usage request program shown in 
the flowcharts in Figs. 6 and 7, the programs are read from the database 
server 100 and are executed. However, the present invention is not limited 
to this embodiment. It is also possible to store the programs beforehand 
in the main storage device of a terminal, such as a ROM or in an auxiliary 
storage device such as an HD, and the programs can be read into a RAM or 
the like and be executed. 

According to this embodiment, when performing the registration 
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process and the providing process shown in the flowcharts in Figs. 8 and 9, 
a case has been described in which the control program which is stored 
beforehand in the ROM 32 is executed. However, the present invention is 
not limited to this embodiment. It is also possible to read a program for 



performing the processes which is stored in a storage medium into the RAM 
34 and to execute the program. 

According to this embodiment, when performing the registration 
request process shown in the flowchart in Fig. 11, a case has been 
described in which the control program which is stored beforehand in the 
ROM 52 is executed. However, the present invention is not limited to this 
embodiment. It is also possible to read a program for performing the 
grocess which is stored in a storage medium into the RAM 54 and to execute 
Jfie program. 

The storage medium includes a semiconductor storage medium such as a 
Sl\M, ROM, or the like, a magnetic storage medium such as an FD, HD, or the 
Bike, an optically-read storage medium such as a CD, CDV, LD, DVD, or the 
f#ike, or a magnetic/optically-read storage medium such as an MO or the 
□like. Regardless of the reading method such as electronic, magnetic, or 
jpgptical reading, the storage medium includes any type as long as it is a 
computer-readable storage medium. 

According to this embodiment, a print data management apparatus, a 
storage medium having stored therein a print data management program, a 
storage medium having stored therein usage certificate data, and a method 
of using print data according to the present invention have been applied to 
a case in which, as shown in Fig. 1, when the buyer purchases an item at 
the store 200, receipt data which is a detailed statement of the item is 
registered in the database server 100, usage certificate data is issued in 
place of the receipt data to the buyer, and the buyer can subsequently use 
the usage certificate data to print the receipt data. However, the present 
invention is not limited to this embodiment. The present invention is 
applicable to other cases included within the scope of the present 



invention. 

As described above, according to the print data management apparatus 
of the present invention, a user can print print data at any place 
necessary by storing usage certificate data, instead of the print data 
itself, in the user's terminal. Thus, it is possible to use the print data 
without occupying much of the data capacity of the terminal. 

Furthermore, according to the print data management apparatus of the 
gale sent invention, a provider can restrict the number of times a user can 
@e print data. Since the print data is directly transmitted to a print 
terminal, it is difficult for the user to freely duplicate the print data, 
the present invention is therefore advantageous when it is applied to 
reducing the possibility of print data which has the property of a 
g&rtificate or the like from being duplicated a large number of times or 
Ageing falsified. 

S Furthermore, according to the print data management apparatus of the 
present invention, a terminal which has usage certificate data refers to a 
network address included in the usage certificate data, thus transmitting a 
data usage request to the print data management apparatus . Accordingly, 
the convenience of using the print data is further enhanced. 

Furthermore, according to the print data management apparatus of the 
present invention, a terminal which has usage certificate data refers to a 
network address included in the usage certificate data, thus reading a 
program from within the network. Using the program, the terminal can 
transmit a data usage request to the print data management apparatus. It 
is thus possible to further enhance the convenience of using print data. 

Moreover, according to the print data management apparatus of the 
present invention, a terminal which is to register print data transmits a 



data registration request including the network address of a user T s 
terminal to the print data management apparatus. As a result, not only the 
burden of retransmitting usage certificate data to the user's terminal is 
lessened but also the possibility of usage certificate data being 
transmitted to another terminal by mistake is reduced. It is also possible 
to reduce the possibility of the usage certificate data being obtained by a 
third party during transmission. 

f=% Furthermore, according to the print data management apparatus of the 
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present invention, by transmitting a data usage request including the 
■jrietwork address of a print terminal, a user's terminal is not required to 
JJransmit usage certificate data to the print terminal. Thus, not only the 
^Burden of transmitting the usage certificate data to the print terminal is 
CJessened but also the possibility of the usage certificate data being 
Obtained by a third party during transmission is reduced. 

^ According to the storage medium having stored therein the print data 

management program of the present invention, advantages equivalent to those 
of the print data management apparatus can be obtained. 

According to the storage medium having stored therein usage 
certificate data of the present invention, advantages equivalent to those 
of the print data management apparatus can be obtained. 

According to the method of using print data of the present invention, 
a user can print print data at any place if necessary by storing usage 
certificate data, in place of the print data itself, in a user's terminal. 
It is thus possible to use the print data without occupying much of the 
data capacity of the terminal. 

According to the print data using method of the present invention, a 
provider can restrict the number of times a user can use print data. Since 



print data is directly transmitted to a print terminal, it is difficult for 
the user to freely duplicate the print data. It is therefore possible to 
reduce the possibility of print data which has the property of a 
certificate or the like being duplicated a large number of times or being 
falsified. 



